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I forbear noticing particularly, Jude 7, as the 
judgment there spoken of in part concerns the 
“Sodomites whose case has ulready been consid 








gave up the dead which were init; and death 
and hell delivered up the dead which were in 
them; and they were judged, every man, ac- 
cording to their works. And death and hell 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death: and whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the 
lake of fire.” On this passage, let it be no 
ticed : 

ist. It does not appear, that any particular 
member of this text implies the second death, 
more than any other, but that the whole passage 
contains a statement aod an exhibition of the 
second deaih, 2d. The second death furly 
presupposes a first which is thought to mean 
the death of ihe body and the second the death 
of the soul or endless misery. But how this 





supposed death of the soul becomes exclusive- 
jly entited to be distinguished by the second 
‘death, we have never beca informed. The 
scriptures speak of several deaths ; ‘ dead in 


ered ; and surely a doubiful author should not | trespasses and sins, dead to sin, dead to the 


be considered sufficient to invalidate the testi- 
mony of an approved prophet ; and if the epis- 
tle be canonical, which I admit, to undertake 
to prove the endless misery of any one from it 
would be no less an attempt than to destroy all 
the evidence of revealed truth. It is not very 


likely afier reminding his brethren that God, | 


having saved the children of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt, and afterwards destroyed them 
that believed not, which was a fact well known 
to them, that the apostle would have carried 
their minds back to some unknown period, and 
told them about a-fall of angels on which their 
scriptures were totally silent. Any one who 
impartially.examines the language, order and 
object of the epistle, will discover, that the de- 
gradation of the ten spies, who were sent as 
messengers to spy out the land of Canaan, and 
the overthrow of the murmuring Israelites are 
intended, Numbers, xiv. The fire which con- 
sumed the cities of the plain, from its long con- 
tinuance and constant burning acquired the char- 
acter of an aionion fire. Whitby says it last- 
ed above two thousand years, and was burning 
in the beginning of the second century: Hence 
it was burning in the days of Jude, and contin- 
ued to bura above forty years after the date of 
his epistle. 

The next passage t hat I shall notice, is Rev. 
xx. 12—15, “and I saw the dead, small and 
great stand befure God ; and the bouks were o- 
pened ; and another book was opened which 
is the book of life ; and the dead were judged 
eut of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works, And the sea 


|\law by the body of Christ, the ‘death of the 
| body, and Paul says he was in deaths oft.’ So 


' that this death of the soul of which so much 


3d. 


| is said, is, to say the least, the fifth death. 
| There is nothing said about judging these dead 
accordifg to a horrible decree of reprobation, 


but according to their works. It is the uni- 
form language of scripture, that men shall be 
judged according to their works, and the texts 
already noticed where persons were judged ac- 
cording to their works, and that severcly too, 
contain nothing contrary to the salvation of the 
| punished, because the very supposition presents 
an evident contradiction; for the idea of al] 
fien being judged or punished according to 
their works, necessarily supposes a time when 
such punishment shall have been received. And 
surely some state or period must succeed its 
reception, which according to scripture and 
common sense, can be no other than happi- 
ness, Hence all te threatenings contained in 
revealed truth, all of which embrace no othor 
meaning than that every man shall receive or 
be judged according to his works, as fully prove 
the salvation of all men as the promises. them- 
selves, 4th, But the common view of this 
subject, as well as Matt. xxv. considered above, 
proceeds on the ground that those who are ac, 
quitted at this judgment, will be saved by their 
works, which renders ihe scheme of gospel sal- 
vation null and void; for it is said expressly to 
be of grace,“ not of works lest any man 
should boast.” For who will undertake to 
show, that allor any of the saved are not saved 
by their works, if seme at this fancied judgment 
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aie senienced to endless woe, and others to 
immortal felicity, and ALL THIS ACCORD, 
ING TO THEIR WORKS? Sth. It has 
been said, that the second death argues also a 
first, to which we will now attend. 

The first place where the words second 
deuth occurs, is in the epistle to the angel of 
the Church in Smyrna, chap. ii. 8—11. ‘And 
unto the angel of the Church in Smyrna, write, | 
these things saith the first and the last, who was | 
dead and is alive ; 1 know thy works, and trib- | 
ulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I 
knew the blasphemy of them who say they are 
Jews, & are not,butare the synagogue of Satan, | 
Fear none of those things which thou shalt suf- 
fer : behold the devil shall cast some of you 
into prison that ye may be tried ; and ye shall 
have tribulationten days ; be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown oflife. He 
that hath an ear to hear let him hear what the 
spirit saith unto the Churches : he that over- 
cometh, shall not be hurt of the second death.” 
Here, notice, “ 1st. This address is to a church 
of believers, who are exhorted not to fear 
those things which they bad to suffer, to try 
them, 2d, Those who overcome all the trials 
which were put upon them, were not to be 
hurt of the second diath. 3d. Phe fair conclu- 
sicn is, that those who fell from their stexdfast- 
ness in the faith and patience of Christ, would 
be hurt of the second death.” The epistle to 
the church in Sardis will make the matter plain. | 


Chapt. iii. 1—6. And unto the angel of the 
church in Sardis, write, these things saith he 
that hath the seven spirits of God, and the seven 
stars ; 1 know thy works, that thou hast a name 
that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful and 
strengthen the things that remain, that are ready 
to die ; for I have not found thy works perfect 


before God. Remember, therefore,how thou 
hast received, and heard, and hold fast, and re- 
pent. If, therefore, thou shalt not watch, I 
will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not 
know what hour I will come upon thee. Thou 
hest a few names, ever in Sardis, which have 
not defiled their garments ; and they shall 
walk with me in white, for they are worthy.— 
He that overcometh the same shall be clothed 
with white raiment ; and I will not blot out his 
name out of the book of life, but will confess 
his name before my Father, and before his an- 
gels. He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the spirit saith unto the churches.” Observe 
here, “ the church in Sardis is accused of being 





DEAD—that this is the seconp DEATH, is evi- 
dent from the text quoted from the epistle to the | 
church in Smyrna. He that overcometh shall 
not be hurt of the second death. This shows | 
as has been noticed, that those who do not over- | 
come, but are overcome, must be burt of the | 
second death. The church in Sardis had fil- 
len into death, and are exhorted to repent ; 
they had not overcome, but were overcome, 
therefore, according to i!.e text when compared 
the church of Sardis had fallen into the second 
death.” 


From chap. xiii. 16, 17, we learn that, both 
small and great, rich and poor, free and bond 
were caused to receive a mark in their right 
hand or in their forehead : and that no more" 
might buy or sell, except him who had the mark 
or the name of the beast or the number of his 
name,” and xiv. 10,11, that “the same shall 
drink of the wine of the wrath of Gods which 
is poured owt without mixture into the ‘eup ‘of 
his indignation, and shall be tormented with. 
fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy” 
angels and in the presence of the lamb. And 
the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for 
ever and ever ; (i. c. from one age or dispen- 
sation to another,) and they have no rest day 
nor night, who worship the beast or his image, 
or whosoever receiveth the mark of his name,” 
And in chap, xxi, 8, we find the sufferers of 
this second death more distinctly mentioned,— 
‘ But the fearful, and the unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and the murderers, and fornicators, 
and sorcerers, and idolators, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 
Again chap. xvi. 1, 2,‘ and I heard a voice out 
ofthe temple, saying to the seven angels, go 
your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath 
of God UPON THE EARTH, and the first 
angel went and poured out his vial upon the 
earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous 
sore upon the men who had the mark of the 
beast, and upon them who worshipped his im- 
age.” From these scriptures, it is manifest, that 
“ this wrath of God, this fire and brimstone, this 
lake of fire and this second death, are evident- 
ly all the same thing ; and nothing can be plain- 
er than that this suffering is on this earth du- 
ring the changes of day ait uight, and while the 
beast is worshipped. If we carefully examine 
the whole dispensation of this wrath of God, 
represented by the pouring out of the seven vi- 
als, it will still confirm thisopinion. See verse 
3, and the second angel poured out his vial up- 
on the sea ; and it became as the blood of a 
dead man ; and every living soul died in the 
sea—further. The third angel poured out his 
vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters ; 
and they became blood. The fourth angel 
poured out his vial upon the sun, &c. The fifth 
angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the 
beast. The sixth angel poured out his vial 
upon the great river Euphrates. And the 
seventh angel poured out his vial into the air.— 
What is there in.all this, which has the least to 
do with an eternal state of mankind in a future 
world ? Will the beast be worshipped in the 
eternal world ? Let the scriptures answer, see 
chap.xiii.5,and then was given unto him a mouth 
speaking great things, ard blasphemies, and 
power was given him to continue forty and twe 
months. This cannot mean an endless duration. 
This is the same forty and two months which 
the holy city was to be trodden under foot of the 
Gentiles; the same forty and two months which 
the woman was to be in the wilderness; the 
same as the three days anda half which the 
























































-hefore God, which alone would be in agreement 


‘trodden down by it.” 
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tjead bodies of the two witnesses were to lie in | 
the street of the great city,” which signify one | 
thousand two hundred and sixty years. See | 
Ez. iv. chap. 6 verse. 

We are now prepared to attend to the subject 
‘in question,ch: p.xx, &c. Letit then be observed, | 

1st, There is nothing said in the text about | 
al} men, both the living and the dead standing | 





with common belief, but simply the dead. The 
sea giving up the dead, can occasion no embar- 
rassment to my views when it is considered, 
that the language is highly figurative, as of the 
second angel pouring out his vialupon the sea 
and every living soul dying in the sea, &c. al- 
ready noticed, 

2d. The people of Israel, particularly their 
rulers, are charged with apostacy, Isa. xxviii. 9, 
22, where language very similar to our text, 
occurs, see verse 18, “and yoyr covenant with 
death shall be disannulled and your agreement 
with ell shall not stand ; when the overflow- 
ing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be 
This was a reproof to 
the Jews for their fancied security and exemp- 
tion from punishment, notwithstanding all their 
abominations, 

Sd. Observe, in our text it is said, that death 
and hell delivered up the dead which were in 
them ; and in the text in Isa, it issaid, “ your 
covenant with death shall be disannulled and 
your agreement with hell shall not stand.” The 
apostate christians also fancied to themselves | 
an exemption from punishment for all their 
enormous vices if they could obtain a pardon 
from the Pope, and at length went so far as to 
buy and sell ‘ indulgence’ for the commission 
of crime. In the tenth and some of the follow- ; 
ing centuries, the people were pompously prom- 
ised a deliverance from all want, death and pur- 
gatory if they would unite their forces and re- 
cover the holy land from the infidels. This a- 
bominatign, though now first ripened into enor- 
mity, had been augmenting by degrees from the 
first indications of the apostacy, which every 
one, who is acqdainted with Ecclesiastical his- 
tory, knows. ‘This extravagance brought up- 
on them a train of evils as shocking as their 
wickedness was great. 

4th. The Jewish covenant wasthe first by 
which any nation of people were ever separa- 
ted from the other nations of the earth. And 
while they continued in it as it was given to 
Levi, it wasto them a covenant of “life and 
peace,” Malachi ii.5—10. And every body 
knows, that their apostacy was the immediate 
eause of bringing upon them all the trials and 
calamities which theyendured. This apostacy 
was the death of the first covenant that is,to them 
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then, is called the second death, not because the 
persons belonging to those churches had apos- 
tatised before, for it is allowed that many of 
the apostate Jews became converts to Christian- 
ity ; but it is called the second death because 
it was the death of the second covenant, or 
rather the developement of the true spirit and 
genius of the first. In Jude, 12th verse, we 
read of some who were twice dead, Probably 
those had apostatised first from the Jewish, and 
afterwards from the Cliristian church. They 
were still inthe flesh, and were spots in the 
love feasts of those to whom the apostle was 
writing. I think these facts place-my views of 
the second death beyond all fair controversy. 

6th. But this view receives still farther light 
from the fact, that it establishes a proper anal- 
ogy between the two deaths—whereas, admit- 
ting the common notion, which, however, has 
no support from scripture, all proportion be- 
tween the two deaths is lost! 

If the inquiry now be, What is meant by ‘ the 
dead’ standing before God, I answer, the apos- 
tate churches were meant; for it is said in the 
text, “* This is the second death.”” Tiney stood 
before God as rebeis and backsliders ; and, like 
the Jews, were judged or punished “ according 
to their works.” |The above remarks will ac- 
count for ‘the first resurrection,’ mentioned 
in this chapter, verse 5, for on such as had a 
part in “the first resurrection” “the second 





‘death hath no power.” 


I now approach the subject selected for this 


‘interview, Heb. ix. 27, &c. “ And as it is ap- 


pointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment; so Christ was once offered to bear 
the sins of many: And unto them who look for 
him, shall he appear the second time without 
sin unto salvation.” 

“Writing to the Hebrews, the apostle very 
prudently endeavors to lead their minds into a 
true knowledge of Christ, by using the rites of 


: the Jaw dispensation, to which they were reli- 


giously attached, to represent Jesus and his min- 
istry of reconciliation. In our;context he draws 
a parallel between the high priest under the 
law, and the great apostle and high priest of 
our Christian profession ; and between the ho- 
ly place under the Levitical priesthood, and 
the holy place even heaven itself, into which 
Jesus entered for us. Sce verse 23. It was 
therefore necessary that the patterns of things 
in the heavens should be purified with these, 
but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these ; here we see the apostle’s 
attempt to lead the minds of his brethren from 
the sacrifices under the law to a better sacri- 
fice. He allows the sacrifices offered by the 
law, to be no more than figures, and the things 





as it ceased to give “ life and peace” as formerly. ; which were purified with blood, only as_pat- 
This apostacy was the first death, because ic was | terns of things in the heavens. See verse 24. 
the death of the first covenant or dispensation. For Christ is not entered into the holy places 

Sib. This fact is confirmed, when it is rec- made with hands, which are the figures of the 
ollected, that the apostacy of the Christian true ; but into heaven itself, now to appear in 
churches is called the second death, which has the presence of God for us. Here our author 
heen shown above. The Christian apostacy, : represonted the holy places ander the law, im 
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to which the high priest entered, as figures cf 
that true heaven itself, into which Jesus enter- 
ed for us, as the holy place represented by those 
figures. 25, 26, Ner yet that he should offer 
himself ofien as the high priest entercth into 
the holy place every year with blood of others, 
(for then must he often have suffered since the 
foundation of the world.) bu#fow once in the 
end of the world, hath he appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

“We have here represented the entering of 
Jesus into the hely place, which was represent- 
ed by the holy places under the low, by his own 
blood, as the high priests entered into the figur- 
ative holy places with the blood of others. 

“Now carefully notice. In order that the 
high priest might represent the death and resur- 
rection of Jesus, he must first « ffer a sacrifice 
for himself; so that with this blood he might 
enter the hely place. He figuratively died 
when his sacrifice was slain ; and his entry in- 
to the holy place represented him as risen from 
the dead. Thus he represented Jesus, who 
should actually die and rise again. “Now no- 
tice the text : ‘ and as it is appointed unto men 
once to die ;’ that is, as it is appointed unto men 
who are high priests to die in their sacrifices : 
‘ And after this the judgment ; that is, the holy 
place: ‘ So Christ was once ofiered ;’ that is, 
as the figurative death of the high priest repire- 
sented ; ‘to bear the sins of many; of both 
Jews and Gentiles. “ And unto them that look 
for him shall he appear the second time ;” that 





is, in his risen glory, ‘ Without sin unto sal- 
vation,’ as the high priest appears in the hely 
place for the justification of the people of Is- | 
rael, | 
“ In order to illustrate and make our subject | 
still plainer, we will endeavor to show the true | 
meaning of the word judgment in our text, by 
referring to its use in Exodus xxiiis when it is | 
used on the same subject”—*“ See verses | 
29, 20, *And Aaron shall bear the names of | 
the children of Israel in the breast plate of judg- 
ment upon his heart when he geeth in unto the 
holy place, for a memorial before the Lord con- 
tinuelly. And thoukshalt put iv the breast plate 
of judgment the urim and the thummim ; (light 
and perfection) and they shal] be upon Aaron’s 
heart when he goeth in befurethe Lord : and Aa- 
ron shal] bear the yudgment of the children of ks- 
rael upon his heart before the Lord continually.’ 
* Can there be any reasonable doubt enier- | 
tained, that the werd judgment in our text | 
means the same as in the passage quoted ? and | 
is it not evident. that this word means HOLINESS | 
LIGHT AND PERFECTION ?’' — Ballou’s Sermons. 
There is nothing said about the literal death | 
of any one in theiext except Christ; and as | 
tyhe word judgment, we have seen its mean- | 
ing. The text, then, may be paraphrased thus ; 
“And as it is appointed unto men (the high 
priests) once to die (once a year) but after this 
(i. e. the offering or figurative death of the high 
priest) the yudgment; (the light and perfection) 
Sv, (in like manner, or in consideration of the 





offering and figurative death of the high priest, } 
Christ was once offered (not ofien as the high 
priest was) to bear the sins of many (i. & “ te 
bear away the sias of the many”* and unto them . 
that look for him (instead of looking for the 
high priest) shall he (Christ) appear the second 
time e e frem the proof the apostle has given, 
it shall appear evident to the believer that the 
priesthood of Christ is second in order,) without 
sin (oot like the offerinys under the firsteovengnt 
which could never take away sins, See chap, x/ 
9, 12,) unto salvation.” 

On the whole, I shall conclude, with the fol- 
lowing observations : ‘ 

ist. We have investigated, by the light of 
reason and revelation some of the apparently 
dark, and mysterous, dispensations of God in 
his conduct towards his creatures, have found 
infinite love, wisdom and power engaged in 
them all, and, that nothing but a thorough 
search is necessary to discover, that the plans 
were good and resulted in the happiness of 
mankind, 

2d. We have considered the notion of a 
future general judgment in as fair and candid a 
manner as we were capable, in the light of rea- 
son and the fitness of things, and have been 
unable to discover either its necessity or pro- 
priety. And we do notthink we should con- 
tend for a thing which appears neither proper 
nor necessary, We have sought whether any 
valuable ends are to be served by such a judg- 
ment and hare found none! We have sought 
on the ground of the friends of this judgment, 
when alone we might expect to find reasons fox 
such an event, but we have despaired of find- 
ingany! And we devo:ty hope, that, if snch 
a judgment be a doctrine of revelation, we may 
have itclearly and convincingly shown this day, 
that we may believe iit. But we also desire, that 
reasons may accompany declarations, But, 

3d. We have examined all the places in the 
Bible where the phrase “ the day of judgment, 
occurs, by an appeal to: the contexts and cir- 
cumstances connected with them, and have 
found, uniformly, that all the sacred writers, 
where they use this phrase, are not speaking of 
a day of judgment at the end of this world, bat 2 
day of judgment or vengeance coming on the 
Jewish nation. We have found that bodies 
politic, cities distinctly named, are spoken of’ 
as the subjects of the judgment mentioned. 
But if a general judgment there be, in a future 
world, we should like to see it proved by an 
appeal to he contexts where this plirase is found, 
as we have done in attempting toe show that 
such a jndgment was not intended by the sa- 
cred writers, 

4th. We have examined the most prominent 
of other passages, such as are brouglit to prove 
the same hypothesis. And by a similar meth- 
od, we have found, that a very different event 
was intended by them all. 

5th. We have seen, that all the yudgments 
spoken of, where this word conveys the idea of 

* Kneekand’s Transiation. 
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ish 
Seen and scriptural, fact that “ the righteous | 
shall be recompensed in the earth ; much more | 
the wicked and the sinner.” Prov. xi. 31. ' 
The views we have advanced are in agreement 
with the declaration of the inspired Psalmist, | 
“ thegrighteous shall rejoice when he seeth the 
ve nce ; he shall wash his feet in the blood 
of the. wicked ; So tha: a man shall say 
verilythere’ is a reward for the righteous ; 
verily he is a God that yudgethin the earth.” 
"Ps. Iviii. 10, 11. Amd we do think, that were 
this sentiment chershed, instead of putting far 
off the evil day, which Tlook upon as a method 
of hardening the sinner, we should all heartily 
eoncor with the prophet, “with my spirit with- 
in me will I seekthee eArnty 3 for when thy 
judgments are in the earth, thee inhabitants of 
the world will learn righteousness.” Isaiah 
xxvi. 9. 
6th. It is with the utmost confidence I state, 
that the views I have given of the judgment, 
ean alone exonerate the sacred scriptures from 
eontradiction and absurdity. For they con- 
fain proof unambiguous and positive, that “ all 
the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto the lord : and all the kindreds of the na- 
tions worship before him.” ‘F or the kingdom is 
the Lord’s,and he is the governor among the na- 
tions, All nations whom thou has made shall come 
and worship before thee, OQ LORD, and shall 
glorify thyname.” Ps. xxii. 27, and Ixxxvi, 9. 
When we open the New Testament, we find 
the evidence no less positive. Wherefore 
God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name above every name ; that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, of things in earth and things under 
the earth, and that every tongue should confess, 
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father, For it pleased the Futher that in 
him should all fulness dwell ; and, having made 
peace by the blood of his cross, by him to re- 
concile all things to himself; by him, I say, 
whether they be things in earth, or things in 
heav@n” Phil. ii. 9; 10, 11, and Col. i. 19, 29, 
Every body conversant with the Bible knows, 
that I might quote texts similar to the above to 
no ordinary length, but these will suffice with 
the reflection, that the whole volume is inspira- 
tion, and ever must be, in agreement with the 
covenant confirmed by the oath of Omnipo- 
tence, that in Christ the seed of Abraham, all 
the nations, kindreds and families of the earth 
shall be blessed. 
7th. And lastly. The views we have ad- 
vanced, are inagree ment with the obvious truth, 
that beings can only suffer in a state of mortal- 
ity. For common sense may teach every one 
who has it, that the very meaning of the words, 
shows that the properties of mortality and im- 
mortality bear no more relation fo each other, 
than the properties of total darkness and per- 
cet light do. We have here represented the 
best of beings doing his will in ‘the armies of 
, heavenand among the inhabitants of the earth ; 


ment, are in agreement with the plain, | 


whose invariable laws will overrule, disappoint, 
and overturn the evil effecis and designs of ev- 
ery sinner, and ‘ render to every man according 
to his works,’ I now resign the subject, by ob- 
serving that we are willing that, what we have 
said should be critically cxamined, and the er- 


rors, should there be any, pointed out to the 


public. But as we have made uot persgnal at- 
tack, we shall expect to hear the subject treat- 
ed with christian candor, meekness and _civili- 
ty. 

” Upon the sentiments advance 4, so far as they 
are agreeable to truth, may the Almighty add 
his blessing. Amen. 

MINUTES, 

The Ministers and delegates of the Cayuga 
association of Universalists met at Caroline 
Tompkins Co, pursuant to adjournment, on 
Wednesday morning Oct. 4th, 1826, and open- 
ed the council with a prayer by 

Br. S. Skeel. 

Ist. chose Br. J. S.Flagler, moderator. 

2d. chose Brs. S. Adams, and : 

I. Whitnall, Clerks. 

Sd. Examined the credentials of dele- 
gates, and read the communications. 

4th. appointed Brs. S. Skeel, H. Roberts 
and I, Whitnall a committee toreceive requests 
for fellowship and ordination. 

5th. Appointed Brs. J. S. Flagler, I. 
Whitnall and A. Green, a committee of discip- 
line for the year ensuing. 

Gtk. Appointed Brs. J.S. Flagler and A. 
Green to visit the Chenango Association to 
meet at Brooklin, Pa. on the last Wednesday 
and Thursday in Oct. 1827. 

7th. Appointed Brs. J. S. Flagler and 1. 
Whitnall ‘to visit the Genesee association, to 
meet at Benton, Yates Co. the last Wednesday 
and Thursday in Sept. 1827. 

8th. Appointed Br. I. Whitnall to visit 
the Central Association to meet at Hamilton, 
Madison Co. the first Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, in June, 1827. 

9:h. Public service on Wednesday morn- 
ing. Br. J. S. Flagler introductory prayer, 
Br, N. Doolittle, sermon, Joha xvii. 2. Br. S. 
Adams, concluding prayer. 

Afternoonservice Br. I. Whitnall, intoducto- 
ry prayer, Br. H. Roberts, 1st, sermon Rom. 
iv. 4, 5. Br. S. Skeel, 2d sermon Matt, xv. 13. 
Br. N. Doolittle concluding prayer. 

10th. Adjourned until Thursday morning. 

11th, Met agreeable to adjournment.-— 
Thursday morning opened the council by uni- 
ting with Br, I, Whi'nall in prayer. 

12th. Resolved, That on account of im- 
moral conduct, and neglect of mimsterial du- 
ties, that we withdraw the hand of fellowship 
from Ezra $. Goodwin, a preacher in fellow- 
ship, with this association. 

_ 18th, Public service on Thursday moro- 
ing. 

{. Whitnall, introductory prayer, J. S. Flag- 





ler, sermon, St. Juhu iii, 7. A Green concludiag 
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prayer. Afiernoon, Br. S. Adams, introductory 
prayer, 1, Whitnall, sermon, Psal:s, Ixxi. 16, 
17, 18. 
14th. Voted, that Br. I, Whitnall prepare 

the minutes of the association accompanied 
with a Circular, and transmit the same to the 
Editor of the Gospel Advocate, for publication, 

Adjourned to meet at Scipio, Cayuga Co, the 
first Wednesday, and Thursday in October, 
1827. 

J.S.FLAGLER, Moderator. 
S, Apams, 


lL. Warrna.t, Clerks. 
‘Ministering Brethren present. 

J. S. Flagler—Scipio, 

Salmon Adams—- Colesville. 
Henry Roberts—W. Bloomfield. 
Samuel S. Skeel—Green. 
Nelson Doolitthh—Brooklin, Pa. 
Tsaae Whitnell—Marcellus. 

A. Green—Vigil. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 

To all the Churches and Societies compos- 
ing theCayuga Association: To all the believers 
in the Universal benevolence of God the 
father of all—To the various denominations of 
professing christians :—As an organ of commu- 
nication, the writer of this humbly addresses 
you in behalf of the ministers and delegates of 
this association :— 

Dearly beloved Brethren: 

We would wish you grace, mercy and peace 
irom God the father, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, while we attempt to inform you of the 
‘lory of God in the rapid march of trethin the 
wilderness where Providence cast our lot to 
hold ouranniversary. At first there hovered a 
dark cloud over our heads, and we began to 
conclude that the heart chilling and God dis- 
honoring doctrine of endless misery had shut up 
every avenue through which wehoped to see 
the Gospel flow: But after experiencing, 
through divine wisdom, peace and harmony, 
in our council, we repaired to the house dedi- 
cated to the one true and living God—and the 
Stripling of Israel arose in the strength of his 
glorious Redeemer, and sounded the tramp of 
alarm from ‘he walls of Zion, while the banner 
of love divine was waving over his youthful 
locks; and accents breathing divine benevo- 
lence rolled from his lips smooth and soft as 
the Zephyr breeze, and enriching to the soul as 
the pearly dew on the newmown grass. The 
character of Jehovah was clearly brought to 
view, and the audience called to make them- 
selves acquainted with God their father and 
friend “ whom to know is life eternal.” By 
this time the few present felt cheered with the 
animating news of good tidings from a far 
country the news spread through the wilder- 
ness, they began to flock as doves to their win- 
dows—and the house was filled,the threatening 
cloud burst, as the poet says— 

“‘Ye'fearful souls fresh courage take 

The clouds ye so much dread, 


Are big with mercy, and shallburst, a 
With blessings on your bead.” 


The following subjects were all well adapted 
to the occasion, the salvation of our race was 
clearly proved to be by grace which redeem, 
from sin and its consequences. The obnoxious 

lants of error were rooted from the garden of 
aradise agreeable to theSaviou:’s words; while 
the heavenly plants of virtue and beétevulence 
eternally grow and flourish while life shalj 
last, to the honor of God and the good of map, 
The following subjects were next brought to 
view. The new birth, spoken of by the Say. 
ior to Nicodemus, « master in Israel was ably 
opened and defended, showing the apostacy of 
Israel from their law privileges and blessings 
and the absolute necessity of their being brought 
from darkness to the glorious light of truth di- 
vine, to enjoy the blessing which the Gentiles 
inherited when that nation was born at once, as 
spoken of by the prophet. The heavenly 
theme continued ; the waiting audience by thy 
time seemed prepared in heart to receive the 
ingrafting word oftruth. While the subject 
continued they appeared to rejoice. Ths 
held God to be their strength under the sound 
the message of peace, while the speaker shov. 
ed the necessity of being active in the cause of 
truth, andto make mention of God’s righteous 
ness only for salvation and life, showing hia 
to be the director of youth while in him theyre 
joice and declare his wonderous works; and 
that he will never leave nor forsake the works 
of his hands even in the valley of death—but 
will felicitate his ofispringin immortal glory. A 
summary of the whole at last was brought to 
view, by the moderator; and the attention of 
the people called in the character of wisdom to 
judge of the whole matter, and pray the Al 
| mighty to council in all things. During the 
| session we had to administe: discipline on @ 
| fallen brother in the ministry : may it be a les- 
son of admonition to us all that we may know 
where our great strength lies. And now may 
| we all arise in the strength of our redeemer and 
| with all suitable zeal defend the doctrine of Un- 
| iversal benevolence, reach forth the helping hand 
to all in distress, raise up the bowed down, and 
lcomfort all that mourn, thus evincing to the 
world by our practice the purity of our doctrine, 
till the dove like spirit of peace shall hover o- 
ver the race of man and all rejoce in the ben: 
‘evolence of the Supreme, 
| Wenow leave friends and opposers in the 
‘hand of God, praying for the downfall of every 
fabric which is not supported by the pillars o! 
‘truth. Still we would exercise charity to al, 
believing many are raising their babels through 
ignorance and for the sake of popularity; ye! 
the stormy winds shall rend it says the prophet, 








and it must fall, and great will be the fall there 
| of. 


By order of the Association, 
ISAAC WHITN ALL 
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The following letter is published in compliance with 
the unanimous request of the council of the Gen- 
essee Association, at its last sitiing. It speaks for 
itself. ‘The Association experienced in an emin- 
entdegree the kindeess therein expressed and 
will long remember the happy occasion. 

Genesee Aisociation of Believers in Jeho- 
wits hangeable, impartial and eternal love to all 
his rational offspring : The first Universal Society of 
Lima, express respectful salutations of love and peace. 

* Deanty BeLoygp BRETHREN :— : 
May our hearts a6 resrond in holy gratitude 

to our beneficent and indulgent Parent, that he has 
in mercy permitted us once more, in the course ot 
his providential dispensations to assemble as a delib- 
erative body, with a view to consult, devise and ac', 
on such solemn and important matters as relate to 
the best interest of Zion: and likewise to meet his 
peorle in public assemblage ostensibly, to exhibit to 
them the great good, glorious and consoling doctrines 
of that * covenant which is ordered in ail things and 
sure.” We welcome you into our habitations and to 
our families: we embrace you in owr hearts, with 
sensations of love and affection; and, we entertain 
the hope that during your stay with us, you will be 
made to experience, ** How good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” 

In the course of the past year this society has been, 
we trust progressing in numbers and respectability, 
attended with a becoming tho’ too languid zeal in the 
cause of truth; and, we hope aiso in brotherly love. 
Preaching has been supported half the time, and our 
assemblies have evinced that serious attention which 
ought ever to attend the worship of Almighty God.— 
Although all are convinced of the need of a suitable 
house for social pulbic worship, yet we are sorry to 
add that no decisive steps have been taken to accom- 
plish so desirable an object. Itis also a matter of 
unfeigned regret, (at least with some members of the 
society) that we are not formed into a church state ; 
consequently the ordinances, those sacred memorials 
of a Saviour’s love, have been neglected Into these 
cases permit us brethren to ask what shall we do ? 

It is with emotions of pity and grief, that we be- 
hold numbers in this region who tacitly espouse,our 
doctrine as in accordance with reason aud the word 
and works of God yet do still linger in the back 
ground, not coming up to the belp of the Lord, being 
actuated we fear, some from a sottish adherence to a 

opular religion, and some from that slavish fear 

** which hath torment,” the germs of a superstitious 

education ; both being far from possessing that hon- 

est, upright, independent spirit which fired the primi- 
tive christians who “ through faith subdued king- 
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, out 

of weakness were made strong, thereby obtaining a 

good report through faith.” 

In reference to persecution, dear brethren, we have 
no greater share than our heavenly Father has seen 
fit to carve out for our good. True we see the mon- 
ster’s hydra head, its serpentine foldings ; we hear its 
hissing front, and its affected whines, but still we fear 
no evil; we stand invulnerable; well knowing the 
fact,that Dagon has fallen upon his face on the 
ground, before the ark ef the Lord; his head and 
both the palms of his hands arecut off upon thethresh- 
hold, so that only his stump is left to him. 

Beloved Brethren,—In your present session we 
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
praying that your ** bow may abide in strength, and 
your arms be made strong by the hands of the migh- 
ty God of Jacob.” In council may you abundantly 
partake of the loving kindness of the Lord. We 
‘rust that yon have a deep and ahiding sense ef your 


high responsibility as rational beings; that you ‘will 
constantly keep in full view a retrospect of anti-chris- 
tian dynasties, with their appaling effects as the na- 
tural result of ecclesiastical domination; all which 
manifest the heart rending truth that power unde- 
fined in the hands of peccable creatures is a dangerous 
weapoo; hence, we cannot but hope you will make 
a bold effort against every invasion on our system of 
faith and government; that you will erect efficient 
ratnparts around the sacred deposit so complete, as 
to protect it from all harm ; “ maintaining tue unity 
of the spirit in the bonds of peace.” 

In your public exercises may your minds be duly 
impressed with the weighty and animating truth 
that the ** Lord loveth the gates of Zion, more than 
all the dwellings of Jacob; and that glorious things 
are there spoken of the city of Gud. May the great 
shepherd of Israel he that dwelleth between the che- 
rubim, cause his ambassadors to ascend the Até of the 
Lord, and to stand in his holy piace, to receive bles- 
sing from the Lord and righteousness from the Gud 
of oursalvation.’ That they may be enabled to bless 
the assembly with the celestial food of the gospel of 
the ever blessed God.” Open to them the gates of 
righteousness ; lead the people beside the still fructi- 
fying waters of life, fecding them with knowledge 
and understanding, so that the s¢ed thus sown shall 
briag forth thirty,sixty, and an hundred fold, to the 
glory of God, and to the spiritual benefit of all the 
hearers; thus experiencing those aspirations of soul, 
those foretastes, those raptorous ejaculations, whicl> 
cause | the inspired Psalmist to exclaim “ lift up your 
heads O ye gatesbe ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors 
and the King of glory shall come in.” 

Brethren, deioved of the Lord:—It isa source of 
mingled wonder and admiration that for more than 
fifteen centuries the human family have been mad¢ 
to witness and feel the torture and degradation of that 
true gospel system, which -* bringeth glad tidings oi 
great joy, which shall be to ALI. PEOPLE.” A 
degradation issaing from an union of ecclesiastiva! 
and civil powers ; a union nursed in the lap of an in- 
triguing priesthood aided by the civil sword, resal- 
ting in imprisonment, in racks, in groans, in blood 
and death. Thus has it been permitted, by our hea- 
venly Father in infinite goodness. Clouds and 
darkness are indeed round about him relative to ma- 
ny of his dispensatinns, more especially as to the 
means he adopts in accomplishing the purposes of his 
moral goverament; but blessed be his name, “ jus- 
tice and judgment are alwaysthe habitation of his 
throne.” « The wrath of map shall praise him, and 
the remainder he will restrain.” Truth is great and 
will eventually prevail. Light is fast causing dark- 
ness to recede. Look bock but a few short years 
and behold the tumult which has been made with 

Babel creeds, dogmas and anathemas: for, their 
“Gods have been taken away and what have they 
more.” The chains of unbelief, riveted by tradition 
and a bigoted education are of an adamantine nature: 
and although it is the sole prerogative of Almigity 
power toserve them ; yet, we all have our respect- 
ive duties to do: hence, let us exercise goepei chari- 
ty towards yur adversaries, since we have ove Fath- 
er being all brethren and kinsman according to the 
flest.. Soon we hope to meet them in the realms foliss. 

Let our daily walk manifest to the world that we 
are in deed and in truth the disciples of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, and though satan may rage and be in 
wrath because he knows his time is shori, let us, as 
the solace of our se“ls, hold fast to the divine prom- 
ises (they being yea and amen) and all will be well. 
“The Lord Omnipotest reigneth, let the carth re- 
joice.” “And heard a great voice out of heaven 
saying, behold the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
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people, and Ged himself shall be with them and be 
their God.” *All flesh shall come to worship before 
me, saith the Lord.” [Iu fine, particularly (o our 
ministerial Brethren, may you have an abiding sense 
of your ordination vows; ever let those solemn 
pledges stand as a momento of resolutions which we 
hope you long since adopted in accordance with the 
Pruphet. ‘For Zicn’s sake, will wenot hold our 
peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake, we will not resi un- 
til the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, 
and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth,” 

Signed by order acd in behaif of the Soviety, 

E. HUNTINGTON, Clerk. 
Dated Bloomfield, Sept. 27th, 1826. 
WAR!! 

We hope the reader will not be startled by the 
word which heads {his arncle; for in right good ear 
nest we declare, that it is not designed tu convey an 
idea of bloodshed, but merely a‘ war of words !”-— 
“ The Right Reverend Bishop Hobart” seems to 
have given offence to the good calvinists, and a writer 
in the Westero Recorder, under the signature of 
* putto,” has declared war against ‘he Right Rey- 


erend Fat!er,” and all other ** good churchmen” in, 


like manner offending ! 
Now nothing could reconcile us to the terrible 


state cf things which must be produced bythe conten-.4 


tions of our friends the Episcopalians and Presbyter- 
ans, hut the hope that some good may result from it to 
the public. Wei cannut help comparing the former 


io a well fud Mastiff whose employment it is to guard 
the sacred chattels of his Aing/y master against the 
depredatious ofall offeaders; and the latter to a snar- 
ling Spanicl who begrudges the case and plenty of his 
conceited superior. Fight on. thereloré, \ e¢ say, guod 
gentlemen ; and may Heaven sv overrule (he contro- 
versy, that a spark of gospel light may be elicited by 


the concussion of two so massive bodics of murky 
darkness! ! 

But to the task. As conductors ofa public paper it 
devolves upon us tolay before cur readers ** the pas- 
2ing tidings of the times ;”— and especially, the move- 
Yhents of great bodics and imperion! )-ersouages. Ip 
obedience to the requisitions of our culling. we shall 
attempt a brief description of the coptroversy under 
consideration. From the W. Recorder, we learn, 
that the good Bishop, did in bis diocesan visit, and 
‘in one of bis dedication sermons in the west,” declare, 
set forth, and inculcate, by the powers of eloquence 
and force of words, the following anti-calvinisiic, of- 
fensive, and hereticat doctrine; that is to say, * Tat 
the depravity of the sinner’s heart isnot lus Crime 
but his misfortune !” The sage writer in the : ecorder, 
unabie .oindure thisheresy with complacency, thua- 
ders out ‘total depravity” and * imputed sin” at such 
a rate. that the whole orthodox world will doubtless 
be convulsed to its centre! Heaven only knows what 
the result will be; but we exceeding|y feamthe alb- 
ed * reverends” will get seri usly by the ears. Let 
us take up and examine the * bune of ccmention.” 

It issupposed by the Calvinists, and probably ad- 
mitted by the Episcopalian: generally , that ** mankind 
are by nature totally depraved,” and that this deprav- 
ity is the consequence «.f Adams trasgression. The 
expression of Hobart, which seems io have given & 
much offence, does not imply any thing to the con 
trary; and it is well known thai all Limitarians a’ com 
pened ty maintain the notion of mmpuled depravit, 
and guilt. in order to sustain their Babel! Without 
this impuiation, they would be ata loss * tu ac- 
covn: for the damnation of mankind, or ‘Puzzled to 
find a ;lausible excuse for the course pursued by the 
Deity, according to their representation of bis plan 
of grace. Indeed their whole system rests upon the 





supposition, that by the transgression of Adam, al 
men became liable to endless misery ; and without 
sthis item of their faith, their craft, policy and "og 
sition would at once be exposed to the scorn ws 
contempt of the world. Consider the practices pa 
modern professors, and it will be found, that the z 

bove statement is abundantly sustained by the best af 
evid@mce. Why does the parent esteem the ordj- 
nance of infant baptism of so much 

Bat one answer can be given ; which 18, that the 
child is thought to be exposed to hell—not for its owh 
sins, but on account of the imputed guilt of its pro- 
genitors. Why are mo,almmeo and women assailed 
with the terrors of damnation a fancied hell, if it 
be not on account of thé sins of their forefathers > 
And why all that parade about saving the souls of the 
heathen, if it be not for thesame reason? Why is 
the lordly priest enrubed in all the trappings of an. 
cient superstition or modern pride, if it be not forthe 
purpose of persuading the people that this display is 
a means of doing away the evil of imputed sin? Or, to 
say multum in pare», Low came it about that priests 
are so necessary to the salvation of souls, if it be not 
for the opiniun uuder consideration ? ; 

The discriminating reader will remark, that the 
heresy of Hobart did uot consist in denying the doct. 
rine of total depravity, for on that point Philo, and the 
Bishop are agreed. The ubjection of Philo was’ ur. 
ged against the Bishop's insi: uation that mankind 
were not to blame tor being totally depraved, bnt bat 
itwas asad * misfortune!” The Right Reverend 
Bishop, in his devout cogitations, had doubtless been 
puzzled to find out how we poor mortals, (who hare 
as many sins of aur owt as we can stagger under) 
can be criminal for what we could not prevent! Bat 
true to his trust, he held fast to tiie ola opinion, and 
in hisewo mind adm ted the supposition that man 
kind are totally depraved, by nature, but unluckily 
expressed the heretical idea, that they were not to 
be damned for being the children of Adam, nor fa 
being thus depraved ! 

Now really, we cannot divine how the these rer- 
erends will get out of this difficulty. If the Bishep 
should be obstinate and his admirers should defend bis 
infallibility; and if the calvinists should +‘ contend 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the’—cil- 
vinists, we fear a breach will be made between the 
two, which will prevent, for some time at least, the 
completion of their plan for a *‘ national religion” a 
‘national costume,” &c. But since we cannot pre- 
vent it, we are disposed to let the war go on, 

Awordto Philk, He says that “the gospel of 
Chrisi declares, that man by nature, is destitute of all 
good, in the light ofa holy God.” Now be it known 
to all calvinists on earth, that the tof Christ 
declaresno such thing! ! We fearleanly pronounce 
the above statement of Philo a base misrenresentation 
of the noblest work of **aboly Gud.” Mano was once 
pronounced by his Creato. GOOD; and we call op 
allour opponents to bring from the word of God @ 
single passage that declares, or implies, that ‘ man by 
NATURE is destitute of all good! onthe whole, there 
fore. we venture to make the humble request, to all 
concerned, viz to have it first Prove that man is 
naturally depraved; and then, after that step has 
been taken, we care not about the result of their war- 

are. In the estimation of men whose minds are not 
beclonded by episc.palvani'y orcalvinistic intolerance 
end ignorance, their opinions on the subject will ap- 
vear hke all other things of little consequence—more 
suitable for the attention of children than mea of 
sense.— Ed 
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